
Occupation? 
On my income tax it said artist. Tannis is a florist [the 

owner of Adolph Jackson’s Flowers]. 

How did you come to own Buddy?
Buddy was from out in front of a little grocery store way 

out in the country. My son at 16 got a dog and at 17 got 

a girlfriend. Buddy became Tannis’ and my pet at that 

time.

Can you describe your usual  
walking route?
I don’t have a usual walking route. Just like the Magic 

Bus we walk a different way every day. Oregon Park 

is five, six blocks from my house. We walk over there 

quite a bit. We walk to the flower shop. Buddy doesn’t 

need a leash, so we walk all over town without a leash, 

depending on where we’re going. My art studio is within 

walking distance, and our flower shop is within walking 

distance, so quite often we’re just walking back and 

forth to work.

What is your relationship with art?
I do a little bit of sculpture, more as a hobby than as my 

living. We kind of live doing art with Tannis having the 

flower shop. I think the reason Tannis is such a good 

florist is that she’s so very artistic. And Tannis and I 

both had a great interest in art. We’ve collected art over 

the years. When we live somewhere, we buy a piece of 

art to represent that area for us.

Owners: Steve and Tannis Bauers
Dog: Buddy
Artwork: Thunderbird

What is your relationship with Portland? 
The flower shop. We came here for the flower shop. 

Our kids grew up and Tannis and I were both doing 

things that we were not real happy with. It’s always 

been Tannis’ dream to do a flower shop. I built a house 

way out in the mountains. Now it’s her turn to try her 

dream (laughs). That’s what brought us to Portland. The 

connection with Portland is the flower shop.

Artwork details
Thunderbird. Mark Sponenburgh. Driftwood, cow horn, and 

deer antler. Hoffman Wing; 3rd Floor; Rubinstein Gallery.
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Stairs Elevator

Steve’s first choice
La tête de saint Jean-Baptiste (The Head of St. 

John the Baptist). James Vibert.  

1894-1900. Ceramic.
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Steve’s first choice was John The Baptist, its bowl 

shape would have been perfect if we could have filled 

it with water and had Buddy drink!

We also chose Thunderbird. It was positioned close 

to the floor and the simplicity and strong dark color 

of the piece contrasted vividly with it’s surroundings. 

Because of this, we thought Buddy would see it well. 

We thought he’d find it engaging because it was the 

size and shape of a small dog and it was made of 

natural materials that would seem familiar to a pooch 

born and raised in the woods. 
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