
Occupation? 
Retired

How did you come to own Sydney?
Actually a little bird told me. A bird flew into my 

house, and I shut the back door real quick. It was a 

little parrot. I thought this parrot must have a home, 

so I got in touch with the bird society. The people 

that were in charge of the bird rescue asked me if I 

wanted to take a bird. I said, “I kind of want to get a 

dog.” So they hooked me up with Northwest Animal 

Rescue, because they needed some foster parents 

for dogs that come in from Salinas California. I got 

two foster dogs. This one I didn’t think was going to 

be adoptable. She was so afraid and she had blood 

in her poop, I thought that was cancer. The lady from 

the rescue said, “No, that’s just her nerves.” Anyway 

that’s the one I ended up adopting. Because I figured, 

“Gosh she needs me so badly, and I need a dog to 

walk. I was just recently in the hospital and I needed 

to walk everyday and the dog needed me to walk her 

and so that’s how we came together.

Can you describe your usual  
walking route?
I’m lucky I live right in the middle of a bunch of parks. 

There’s Mount Tabor Park, Rose City Park, and then 

there’s the dog park: Normandale. Then there’s even 

another park on the side of that, there’s a nature 

reserve on the other side. There’s railroad tracks 

down here. I don’t know why I like to walk by railroad 

tracks, but I do. It’s part of our whole thing. We go to 

all the parks.

Owner: Sharron Cline 
Dog: Sydney
Artwork: Surround

What is your relationship with art?
My whole family is very artistic except for me. My 

daughter’s extremely artistic. My brother was very 

artistic. My mom was very artistic. My sister was even 

pretty good at it. Me, I can appreciate art, I just love art. 

I’m not a musician, but I really love to hear musicians 

play. I’m on the side of appreciating the art.

What is your relationship with Portland?
Well I was born here at Emmanuel Hospital. I’ve lived 

here most of all my life, except I lived in Anchorage once, 

and I lived in Denver once, and a short time in California, 

outside of San Francisco. Portland is… the best place to 

be in the summer time.

Artwork details
Surround. Lee C. Imonen. 1996. Wood. Hoffman Wing;  

4th Floor; Holce Gallery.

Museum route: 
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SURROUND
I usually prefer the stairs but I was running out of time and 

the elevator was right there so I got on. I did not push a 

button and on its own mojo I was delivered to the top floor. 

HOW NICE, sun was coming through the sky lights, the 

“spooning cactus” looked inviting to curl up with plus this 

joyfulness of a ceiling to floor painting tied it all together. It 

was a calm, safe and happy place for Sydney to choose. You 

see this sculpture would remind her of the good times, the 

first two years of her life, living on the streets of Monterey 

CA, not once on a leash. Yes - this was nice. Maybe she had 

her puppies here? And it turned out to be true.
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