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How did you come to own Milo?
We had a dog that passed away just before our son went 

off to college. As we also had no more cats, rats, fish 

or any other pets, we became real ‘empty nesters’. For 

a while we thought that was cool, but after about two 

years my husband asked, “Don’t you want to get another 

dog?” My answer was, ”No way, I like our independence.” 

Then my husband and our son went to the Humane 

Society the day before my birthday and preselected a 

dog. They brought me there the next day to look at it. But 

when we took the dog outside it was more interested in 

other dogs than us. So we said no. A few weeks later, 

after we had looked at the Humane Society’s web page 

a few times without results, we decided, on a whim, to 

go back to their facility again. It was in February, on a 

Friday the 13th. A new batch of puppies had just come 

in the day before from a Washington pound that had 

run out of space. Milo was in a cage with three others. 

He came running out from behind, sat down in front of 

us and it was love at first sight. We picked him up the 

day after, on Valentine’s Day. That was eight years ago. 

They guessed he was about four and a half months old 

at the time. So we figured he was born at the beginning 

of October. As the 2nd of October is Gandhi’s birthday, 

we decided that would also be an appropriate date for 

Milo’s, even though we will never really know.

Can you describe your usual  
walking route?
I go to Laurelhurst Park most mornings. That’s why 

I know a lot of the ‘regulars’ there. I also often go up 

to Mount Tabor. In the afternoons we mostly take Milo 

around the neighborhood.

Owner: Lis Perlman
Dog: Milo  
Artwork: Useful Art #5: The Western Motel

What is your relationship with art?
I also paint and I have had my work in exhibitions. 

I come from a family that appreciates art and my 

undergraduate degree, a diploma in Art and Design, is 

from an art college in London. Even though my major 

was in furniture design, we also did a lot of artwork. I 

have done art type things all my life and like to go see 

art. On my recent trip to Europe, I spent most of my 

time during a three day visit to Paris, in different art 

museums.

What is your relationship with Portland?
I have lived in Oregon for 30 years, since 1991 in 

Portland, before that in Eugene, where I went to 

graduate school. Portland is the place I have lived 

in for the longest time in my life so far. So it is sort 

of my hometown by now, even though I grew up in 

Switzerland. I also have become a dual citizen, but as 

an emigrant/immigrant, I think you always feel at home 

and a bit like a stranger at the same time  

in both places.

Artwork details
Useful Art #5: The Western Motel. Nancy Reddin 

Kienholz; Edward Kienholz. 1992. Mixed media tableau 

with light and sound. 3rd Floor; Gallery 300

Museum route: 

Stairs Elevator

4-6 Dogs Allowed in the Museum by Dillon de Give
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THE WESTERN MOTEL

The location where 
owner Lis Perlaman met 

artist Dillon de Give
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As I think dogs do not really recognize two dimensional 

images, I selected a three-dimensional piece of art: The 

installation “Useful Art #5: Western Motel” by Ed and Nancy 

Kienholz represents an environment containing objects 

familiar to everybody, even dogs!! It evokes a variety of 

realities and you experience the given space from being 

inside it as well as outside. The way it is set up should work 

well for our purpose of introducing a dog to a work of art, 

as it is very open and accessible. So Milo will at least be 

able to appreciate it as an environment...if he recognizes it 

as a work of art we will never know...

USEFUL ART #5: 
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